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has given us new birth
into a living hope
through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the
dead, and into an inher-
itance that can never ,
perish, spoil or fade.” %4
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“After The Resurrection”

“I was just a simple fisherman until Je-
sus called me to be a ‘Fisher of Men.” I
didn’t even fully understand what a
‘fisher of men’ was until after Jesus had
died on the cross and arose from the
dead. Sure, I wanted to serve Him, but I
kept making foolish mistakes. I was con-
fused as to how a man born on this earth
could be a Heavenly King and not a king
of the people.

“T had been to the mountain top. I knew

Jesus as a personal friend and Lord. I
was sure that he was the Messiah. I had
everything going for me, but I still had
that human weakness. Maybe I was real-
ly afraid for my life, deep down. I felt
sure the authorities were going to kill Je-
sus. I didn’t know why exactly. I knew
that many people were following his
teaching. I may have been so stupid in
my humanness to think that if I pretend-
ed I didn’t know him, I wouldn’t be
killed with him.

“When we were in the garden with
Christ and the authorities came to get
him, I was the foolish enough and con-
fused enough to draw my sword and
attack the servant of the high priest and
Christ commanded me to put the sword
away.

“On the third day after they had buried
Christ, we were all still in shock as to
what happened. We believed Jesus was
someone special. We had seen him
perform miracles and when we recalled
what He had told us, we began to think
that truly He was the long awaited Mes-
siah. We saw Him bring other people
back from the dead including Lazarus,
just a few days before. Why couldn’t he
have prevented all of this? Then we
saw the women who had gone to the
grave running towards us. Mary Mag-
dalene was the spokeswoman and she
told us that an angel had spoken to
them at the grave and told them ‘Do not
be afraid, for I know that you seek Je-
sus who was crucified. He is not here,
for he has risen, as he said. Come, see
the place where he lay. Then go quick-
ly and tell his disciples that he has ris-
en from the dead, and behold he is go-
ing before you to Galilee; there you
will see him.’

“We immediately started running.
John and I got there first and I went
right into the tomb and saw the strips
of linen lying there as well as the cloth
they had wrapped around his head.
John went in also. What were we sup-
posed to think? The angel had said Je-
sus was going to Galilee and we would
see him there. Even though he was not
there, we questioned ourselves. Had
his body been stolen and the

authorities wanted us to gather in Gali-
lee so they could kill us also? Had he
really risen from the dead as he had
told us? We didn’t understand any-
thing. Many times I had told Jesus
that I believed, and there were certain-
ly many times during the last few days
that I had denied knowing him at all. I
said I had never seen him.

“We went to Galilee and gathered with
the other disciples and some other loy-
al followers in a room that we secured
because we were afraid of those who
had killed him. We feared the Jewish
leaders. Then Jesus appeared through
the wall and stood before us. He
showed us the wounds in his hands
from the nails and he showed us his
pierced side. We believed but still did-
n’t know what to do.

“One day after we had met with Christ
and still didn’t know where He was, I
said to the other disciples T'm going
fishing.” Some of the other disciples
went with me. The fish weren’t biting
and then a figure appeared on the
shore and asked ‘Fellows, have you
caught any fish?” We replied we had
not. He told us to throw out our nets



on the right-hand side of the boat.
There were so many fish we couldn’t
haul in the net! John told me it was
Jesus on the shore. I jumped into the
water and swam to shore. The others
brought in the boat; Jesus already had
a fire going. He told me to get some
fish from the net and we had breakfast.
We knew it was Jesus but we were
afraid to tell each other. We were still
so confused as to exactly what had hap-
pened when we knew that He had been
dead and was then alive. He seemed to
speak to us in riddles when we did see
him.

“Jesus spoke to me as we were on the
shore. He asked ‘Simon son of John,
do you love me more than these?’ ‘Yes,
Lord,’ I replied, you know I love you.’
John 21:15-17 Three times he asked
me. He kept telling me to take care and
feed his sheep. I wondered why He
kept asking me the same question.

“Jesus challenged us to go into the
whole world and witness to others what
we had heard and seen. I came to
know that we were all followers of
Christ, both Jews and Gentiles.

“On the day of Pentecost, I was privi-
leged to speak to the people who had
gathered. We were called Apostles be-
cause we were “sent forth.” I was also
the first one who was privileged to tell a
Gentile, Cornelius about God’s grace.
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“I was privileged to do this and contin-
ued to proclaim the gospel to many
people, Jews, Samaritans, and Gentiles.

“I had done so much wrong and I had
denied Christ before His crucifixion. I
was afraid for my own life. Now I knew
that the only way I could have live ever-
lasting was to love him and obey Him
as my personal Savior.”

durage is contagious. Whena
braveiman takes a stand, the
spines of others are often
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Prayer: God, we know that You know
our weaknesses, and we know that You
know our strengths. Help us to lead our
lives in daily communication with You.
Amen.

1. Faith is believing what we cannot
see or explain. Was that easy for Pe-
ter? Is it easy for you? For me?

2. Have you been questioned about
your faith by someone and could
you defend it?

3. Why did Christ keep questioning
Peter about his love for Him?

4. Have you ever been challenged to
do something as a Christian you did
not want to do? Have you consid-
ered the risk to your life style before
answering?

5. What is the meaning of “blind
faith?”
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Jesus asked Peter:

“Simon, son of John, do you
love me?”

God proved His
love on the Cross.
When Christ hung,
and bled, and died, =
it was God saying
to the world,

") love Yow. !

- Bily Graham

T = ST
S . o : _Ax \
*And above all things have
fervent love for one another,
for love will cover
a multitude of sins."

I Peter 4:8

/What matters is not your\
outward appearance...but
your inner disposition.
Cultivate inner beauty, the
gentle gracious kind that
God delights in.

\ Saint Peter, AZ Quotes /




