
 

Sometimes the best thing to do is just 
“do nothing” and wait until we know 
what would be a good response. Or we 
can allow the person to see what is 
right for himself.  Maybe if we allow the 
person a little time to think things 
through, he will see the positive side of 
the discussion.  But we also are not al-
lowed to always just sit back and do 
nothing if someone is attacking our 
faith. 
 
Peterson translates it “You‘re blessed 
when your commitment to God pro-
vokes persecution. The persecution 
drives you even deeper into God‘s 
kingdom.” Sometimes, we need to dig 
deeper and look at the person and not 
the sin. We need to make sure that we 
know the reason for the actions of the 
other person, and then react in love to 
help correct that attitude against us 
and our beliefs. Only then can we really 
feel the love of God working through 
us, and we will be blessed.  
 
When should we be committed to God?  
There are many times things come up 
for discussion in a group of Christians, 
and there are differences of opinion 
that lead to separations into different  

denominations and 
different churches.  
God doesn’t say 
that we need to be 
Presbyterian, 
Methodist, Roman 
Catholic, or Lu-
theran.  Yet we 
“fight” for these 
differences and 
sometimes they get 
so big they get in 
front of our real 
mission.  
 
I have never been 
“put on the spot” 
for my religious 
beliefs.  Many 
have.  It was not 
limited to the days 
of Christ and the 
disciples, it is here 
today.  Maybe you 
haven’t been persecuted, but Christians 
in the Middle East have had to hide 
their strong convictions until they were 
outside the country that would not ac-
cept their beliefs.   
 
Not too many years ago, a female missionary 

was killed by ambush in Africa.  These people 

are in danger for their lives because they want 

to tell others about Jesus Christ and his love.  

Today, in our churches we are sometimes not 

allowed to put a missionary’s name on our 

church web site because these people are being 

hunted down. 

We see fishing mentioned many times 
in the Bible.  Jesus had given these be-
atitudes to His disciples, many who 
had been fisherman.  But they didn’t 
just sit on a shore and cast their line  
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At first reading, this beatitude doesn‘t 
sound like it comes from a loving God 
that is protecting us daily! The beati-
tudes are not easy to understand and 
accept.  He wants us to be happy when 
someone is harassing us because some-
day we will know that we were right and 
then we will be blessed? Are we sup-
posed to accept criticism and not reply? 
I don‘t think so, although I must admit 
that the initial glance causes one to won-
der.  
 
Even Christ got upset with the actions of 
people, but he didn‘t hurt the people. He 
may have stopped their actions and dis-
rupted their practices, but he did noth-
ing to physically hurt them. He disliked 
the sin, but he always loved the sinner.  
 
I believe Christ is telling us that if we 
react in an aggressive or forceful way, 
we are not going to accomplish any-
thing. If we react in love, we can do 
much more.   



waiting for a 
fish to bite.  
They didn’t put 
out fancy lures 
and try to trick 
the fish.  They 
were not what 
we could call 
“line fisher-
man.”  They 

were net fishermen.  Their fishing was 
very labor-intensive.  Sometimes they 
got no results and sometimes they had a 
“big catch.”  The same is true in evange-
lism.  We need to be persistent and dedi-
cated.  Sometimes we will have great re-
sults.  Sometime we will be criticized for 
our beliefs.  They had the same tenacity 
as Disciples for Christ. 
 
We can go back to the Disciples and 
know through research that most of 
them were killed by people who were up-
set with the message they were giving 
about salvation.  It was something to 
help them.  Without those early Chris-
tians who were willing to sacrifice their 
lives to spread God’s love, we would not 
know of it today.  And even in modern 
times, many people have sacrificed their 
lives to tell the love of Christ.  I believe, 
as this Beatitude says they are with 
Christ now.  Theirs is the “Kingdom of 
Heaven.”   
 
Christ told us “Let your speech always 
be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that 
you may know how you should answer 
everyone.”  What does salt do to our 
speech?  I know that it tenderizes meat, 
does it mean it should tenderize our 
speech.   I have known some people that 
were what we call “Sacchariny.”  They 
are always sweet, but it is artificial; it  

There is a song often sung in church that 
says “They‘ll know we are Christians by 
our love.”   I often dislike that song be-
cause I don‘t think I always show the love 
we have been given. We have to show it 
not only to those people who are “nice” to 
us, but to the unlovely, the down and out, 
the one who mistreats us, and all man-
kind. We need to dare to reach out.  
Sometimes it may not be a pleasant expe-
rience for either one, and we definitely 

need to talk 
with people 
and pray 
with them.  
God will be 
there.  It 
won’t be a 
lonely expe-
rience!  He 
will not leave 
your side.  I 
promise. 

Prayer: Amazing God, You can see so 
much more than we can see. Some-
times, we want to do things our way. 
We want to retaliate for the person 
that disagrees with us. Help us to be 
like You as much as possible, to seek 
to do Your will to the lovely and the 
unlovely alike, and then give us the 
courage and strength to act in a way 
that You would have us act each day. 
Amen.  
 
1. How can our commitment to God 

provoke persecution?  
2. What can help us re-act in a posi-

tive way to criticism from others?  
3. How can we let them know we are 

Christians just by our love?  
4. Is your God an amazing God? 

How?  
5. When we are persecuted by fellow 

Christians how should we react? 
6. Why should we be thankful for the 

beatitudes and their message? 
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doesn’t mean anything.  Saccharin is un-
stable.  Are we sometimes unstable in our 
faith?  Do we sometimes need to “tender” 
our speech when talking with others?  Or, 
we also know that salt brings out the fla-
vor.  Do we need to make sure that our 
speech has the correct message of love? I 
have known other people that are always 
happy because they have a peace with God 
that cannot be explained.  We may think 
we are persecuted but if it will help some-
one else come to know Christ as their per-
sonal Savior, then that is what we are sup-
pose to do. 

“God is always faithful to His  
promises, but He often surprises us  

in the way He fulfills them.”   
Pope Benedict XVI 


