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"Know that the Lord is God. It is he
who made us, and we are his; we are |
his people, the sheep of his pasture.”

Psalm 100:3

ly I tell you, I am the gate for the
sheep. All who have come before
me are thieves and robbers, but the
sheep have not listened to them. I am
the gate; whoever enters through me
will be kept safe. They will come in and
go out, and find pasture. The thief
comes only to steal and kill and de-

life, and have it to the full.”
L... John 10:7-10
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a parable, and it could be. The important
part of it is that Jesus was trying to ex-

lieve what he was saying and they would
have a safe haven forever. We have the

many people understood the role of the
shepherd and the sheep. Today it would
probably be a different analogy, but the

“Therefore Jesus said again, “Very tru-

stroy; I have come that they may have |

This passage is sometimes referred to as |
plain to the people they needed to be- |

same offer today. We need to remember |
that Jesus was speaking at a time when §

Same gift of safety or eternal life. He
had already told them he was the door-
keeper and the sheep hear his voice and
he calls each one by name and leads
them. It is a wonderful feeling to know
that God knows each of us as an individu-
al just as a Good Shepherd knows each
one of his sheep.

I find great satisfaction in being the
“dumb sheep” that follows. I realize that
following the Shepherd brings joy but al-
so responsibility and work.

We are told about being known in a
beautiful passage from Luke 15:4-7.
Christ asks the people “Suppose one of
you has a hundred sheep and loses one
of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine
in the open country and go after the lost
sheep until he finds it? 5 And when he
finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoul-
ders and goes home. Then he calls his
friends and neighbors together and says,
‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost
sheep.” I tell you that in the same way
there will be more rejoicing in heaven
over one sinner who repents than over
ninety-nine righteous persons who do
not need to repent.”

God is our Shepherd if we allow him to
be, but sometimes we wander like the
one mentioned above. We know that He
is always there. He knows we are human
and knows everything about us because
He created us just as he did the sheep.

When David approached Saul and told
him he was ready to go kill Goliath, Da-
vid compared his expertise to keeping
his father’s sheep. He said “Your serv-
ant has been keeping his father’s
sheep. When a lion or a bear came and
carried off a sheep from the flock, 3I
went after it, struck it and rescued the
sheep from its mouth. When it turned
on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it
and killed it. Your servant has killed
both the lion and the bear; this uncir-
cumcised Philistine will be like one of
them, because he has defied the armies
of the living God. The Lord who res-
cued me from the paw of the lion and
the paw of the bear will rescue me
from the hand of this Philistine.” 1
Samuel 17:34

Saul blessed him and we all know the
story of David killing the giant Goliath
with a sling shot and one stone. We
need to have that faith. Our God will
rescue us, he will guide us as the shep-
herd guides his sheep and rescues
them, but we have to ask to be rescued.

I think the most difficult thing about
our faith sometimes is that we can’t do
anything to earn it. It is free, but we
also have an obligation If we accept
our faith as a free gift, we need to make
sure others know of this free gift also.
We will want to do that if we truly be-
lieve.
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Pass It On

“I wish for you my friend
This happiness that I've found
You can depend on Him
It matters not where you’re bound
I'll shout it from the mountain top

I want the wi to kno

A favorite camp song of mine printed
above puts it very nicely.

The song was written by Kurt Kaiser
and he said one day his wife said some-
thing about shouting their faith from
the mountaintop and he was thinking
about a spark starting a fire. Within
about 20 minutes he had written the
lyrics but he never thought it would
have such a long reaching message. He
said "I am always amazed how the Lord
can take a little song and use it to reach
so many people.

Those of you who grew up in a child’s
Sunday school probably remember little
songs that you sang. At the time they
meant nothing, but their words and
messages have stayed with you through
your life. An example of that for me is
“This Little Light of Mine.” Today its
words mean so much in that I am to let
God’s love shine through me and not
hide it when I am around certain peo-
ple. I can’t deny it, but I need to live my
life and let my light shine so that others
see His love in the way I act and what
and when I am willing to speak up for
my faith.

Isn’t that how the shepherd works.
Just by watching out for us, by follow-
ing after one sheep when it goes astray.
That is the wonderful gift we have if we
allow ourselves to be the sheep in His
pasture. As the song states it doesn’t
matter where we are bound, he will
take us in his fold. Please let us shout it
from the mountain top. Let us not hide
it under a bushel. Let’s be the sheep
who follows willingly and shows our
love for our Shepherd.

fie satisfiad with nothing less
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Prayer:
“There were ninety and nine that safely lay
In the shelter of the flock,
But one was out on the hills away,
Far off in the cold and dark;
Away on the mountains wild and bare,
Away from the tender Shepherd’s care.”*

This was written a long time ago and is still
true today. Help me Oh Lord, to listen to
your call and willingly be a part of the fold.
Amen.

e byD. L. Moody

1. Why are sheep called dumb?

2. Is it important that they stay together?
Why

3. Does that apply to us today also?

4. What responsibility do we have as a part
of “the fold” of God?

5. Are you ever called to be a shepherd?
Under what circumstances?

Sheep are gregarious and often stay together

for protection. They take care of their young.

They are also destructive and make bad deci-

sions. Some times they follow aimlessly, We

can assign all these characteristics to humans.

Are we sheep? I think we fit the description

very well.
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