Andrew’s Fish
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We don’t often stop to realize that An-
drew was the first disciple called. He
had been a follower of John the Baptist
and when John proclaimed Jesus as
“the Lamb of God,” Andrew went and
spent time with him. After he had met
Christ he immediately went and found
Peter. He told him “We have found the
Messiah” John 1:41. We don’t hear
much more about Andrew speaking up,
but his faith was strong. Andrew is
mentioned when the disciples asked Je-
sus about His prophecy that the Temple
would be torn down. He and Phillip
took some Greeks to Jesus who wanted
to meet him. The third time is the feed-
ing of the five thousand.

As He questioned the disciples on
where they could get some food for the
people, they told Him that there wasn’t
enough money to feed all those people.
That is, all except one. That one was
Andrew.

Andrew told Christ, "Here is a boy with
five small barley loaves and two small
fish, but how far will they go among so
many?"  John
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probably  said
“Thanks kid, but
that isn’t a ‘drop in the bucket for the
people we have to feed.” Here again we
have a small child with faith that his
food could help, and Andrew presented
it to Christ. He didn’t turn the child
away. He thought it was worth giving
them to Christ. Christ didn’t disap-
point Andrew or the child. This gesture
of Andrew and the five loaves and two
fish feeding over 5,000 people was just
another one of those times that helped
people realize that this person really
was someone special. It is not difficult
to see why they were amazed.

We can have that same trust, but with
trust comes a responsibility. Are we
willing to start with just a little and see
if it can help?

I am reminded of a wonderful minis-
ter, John Gerstner, who many times
preached on “Faith without Works is
Dead” using the text found in James
2:19-20. “Do I hear you professing to
believe in the one and only God, but
then observe you complacently sit-
ting back as if you had done some-
thing wonderful? g
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may sound a little harsh at first, but may-
be that is what we need to hear.

Earlier in John we also get a wonder-
ful message, but it isn’t maybe what
we want to hear. Again from Eugene
Peterson’s translation in THE MES-
SAGE puts it in today’s language for
us. James 2:14-18 “Dear friends, do
you think you’ll get anywhere in this
if you learn all the right words but
never do anything? Does merely talk-
ing about faith indicate that a person
really has it? For instance, you come
upon an old friend dressed in rags
and half-starved and say, “Good
morning, friend! Be clothed in Christ!
Be filled with the Holy Spirit!” and
walk off without providing so much


http://christianity.about.com/od/faqhelpdesk/p/newinternationa.htm

as a coat or a cup of soup—where does
that get you? Isn’t it obvious that God-
talk without God-acts is outrageous
nonsense? I can already hear one of
you agreeing by saying, “Sounds good.
You take care of the faith department,
I'll handle the works department.”
What physical action is required of us?
Isn’t faith enough?

We don’t have Christ multiplying food
today, or do we? Can it be done by us
when we reach out to help others?
There are programs to feed school chil-
dren who don’t have food on their table
at home. We
hear about food
being dropped
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ing. Missionaries have helped people
dig wells so they had water to drink. I
think this is our way of helping Christ
feed those in need. We can be just like
the small boy with the loaves and fish,
and the trust of Andrew. Or, we can be
like the other disciples who didn’t even
try. They just knew there was no way
to help so many people! Andrew had a
great faith and confidence that Christ
could do something with just the five
loaves and two fish from the young boy.

By the way, there were twelve baskets
of food left after everyone had eaten.
Maybe that tells us something about
doing for others first. Sometimes we
are like Andrew. Many times we are
like the other disciples.
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“Knowing there's one
thing I still haven't told
you: I now believe, by the
way, that miracles can
happen. ”
Nicholas Sparks
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“Miracles are a retelling
in small letters of the

very same story which is
written across the whole

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank You
for being there for us at all times.
Help us to have the trust that Andrew
had and the hope that the small boy
had who thought his five loaves and
two fish would help feed five thou-
sand people. Help us to see where we
can do a little that will help a lot.
Amen

1.

2.

Do we sometimes “talk the talk”,
but not “walk the walk”?

Do you ever fail to see something
that the small child sees and then
realize it later when the child has
gone on to something else?

What is the first step we can take
to have the same trust that An-
drew had?

What are your thoughts about
“Faith without works is dead”?
Explain.

Philip and Andrew seemed to have
forgotten all the miracles Jesus
had performed before. When you
face a crisis in your life, do you re-
member how God helped you in
the past?
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