
Jonah’s Tree 
“Ordinary Object, Extraordinary Meanings” 

What did Jonah have to do with a tree?  
Wasn’t he the one in the fish?  Yes, and 
I wonder why God chose Jonah any-
way!  Jonah seemed to be an unhappy 
man.  Surely there was someone who 
was willing to do God’s will that would-
n’t have caused so much grief to every-
one.   But God chooses those that can 
do the job.   They may not be the best 
dressed or best educated people.  It 
may be the gardener or the factory 
worker or the president of the bank.  
God can see possibilities in us that oth-
er people cannot see.  God chooses us 
every day, but we sometimes rebel like 
Jonah.  There is a lot more to the story 
of Jonah than the big fish. 
 
Jonah was called by God to go to Nine-
veh to preach and save the people be-
cause Nineveh was in very bad shape  

and God threatened to destroy every-
one there.  Jonah didn’t like the people 
of Nineveh.  He was an Israelite and 
the people of Nineveh were his ene-
mies.  He decided to leave town and go 
to Tarshish.  After all, God wouldn’t 
find him there.   
 
God had plans for Jonah and God did-
n’t give up.  God caused a storm on the 
sea that threatened the people on the 
boat to Tarshish.  Eventually they cast 
lots and threw Jonah overboard into 
the sea so they could travel safely.  God 
was there also and saved him from the 
sea by providing a fish big enough for 
him to live in 
for three 
days until he 
realized he 
needed to do 
what God 
had asked in 
the first 
place!   Steve 
Langille ex-
plains it well 
in this car-
toon! 
 
When Jonah was out of the fish, he 
went to Nineveh and preached to the 
people.  They listened, even the king.  
One would have thought that Jonah 
would have been happy.   He had been 
rescued by God by a big fish and then 
put on dry land.  He did God’s will and 
the people had repented and everything 
was great.  God changed His mind and 
decided not to destroy the people.  Jo-
nah was still not happy.  He still  

disliked those people.  He had done 
what God had told him to do but he 
had not done it in love.  He didn’t 
want the people of Nineveh to be 
saved from destruction.  He wanted 
them destroyed.  
 
While Jonah sat there sulking and 
watching to see what would happen to 
the people of Nineveh, God provided 
a shade tree to keep him out of the 
scorching sun.  He was happy for the 
tree, but he wanted to see the people 
of Nineveh destroyed. 
 
The next day, God sent a worm to 
bore a hole in the shade tree God had 
provided and it died.  Now Jonah was 
angry again.  God asked him why he 
was angry about the tree dying.  Jo-
nah replied “And I’m so angry I wish 
I were dead.” Jonah 4:9 
 
Jonah had a temper and didn’t mind 
letting everyone know about it includ-

ing God!  God re-
sponded to him 
“You have been 
concerned about 
this plant, though 
you did not tend 
it or make it 
grow. It sprang 
up overnight and 
died over-
night.   And 
should I not have 
concern for the 
great city of Ni-
neveh, in which 
there are more  

“Within the hu-
man being there 

exists both the 
needful and the 

needed. You 
know that the 

needful exists in 
you. Your own 
dissatisfaction 

tells you so. But 
you believe the 
needed is some-
where outside of 

you.” Finley 

“Jesus replied: ‘Love the 
Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all 
your soul and with all 
your mind.’ This is the 
first and greatest com-

mandment.  And the sec-
ond is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’”   

Matthew 22:37-39 



than a hundred and twenty thousand 
people.” Jonah 4:10-11 
 
Jonah’s concern was about Jonah.  God 
had provided so much for Jonah.  Often 
times we respond in anger just like Jo-
nah.  How often do we sulk?  How often 
do we seek shelter in the shade of a tree 
from the sun or how often do we go an-
other direction when we know what we 
should do.   
 
Does God pro-
vide a fish for us 
or a shade tree?  
His love never 
fails.  Just be-
cause we don’t 
like someone, 
does not mean 
that God doesn’t 
love them just as 
He loves us.   
God loves you just the way you are.  
Talk with Him, He’ll understand and 
provide that tree for you.  Remember it 
may be in prayer or in love.  Just as 
God loved the people of Nineveh and 
Jonah, an Israelite  He loves you and 
me.  We may be black, white, yellow, 
brown, or red.  We may be Hindu, 
Catholic, Jewish or Protestant.  We 
may be thin, perfect weight, or over-
weight.  We may be tall or short, but He 
loves each one of us with an unfailing 
love and only wants the best for each of 
us. 

 Prayer:  Loving Father, help us to 
show Your love to others.  Many times 
we are eager to criticize and hesitant 
to love.  May we know that Your love 
is as great for others as it is for us.  
Help us to forgive and see the good in 
the other person.  Amen 
 
1. Do you feel there are people you 

just can’t love?  How can you 
change that feeling? 

2. Why did Jonah dislike the people 
from Nineveh? 

3. Why did Jonah like the plant at 
first?  Why did he change his 
mind? 

4. Is there some area of your life in 
which you are defying God, and 
rationalizing it? 

5. How does this verse from Luke 
12:28 apply to us “If that is how 
God clothes the grass of the field, 
which is here today, and tomor-
row is thrown into the fire, how 
much more will he clothe you--
you of little faith!” 
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“Of all human ac-
tivities, man's lis-
tening to God is 

the supreme act of 
his reasoning and 

will.”   
 

Pope Paul VI 

“If when you give the best of your  

service, 

Telling the world that the Savior is 

come; 

Be not dismayed when men don't be-

lieve you; 

He understands and sayes,  ‘Well 

done.’” 

Lucie Eddie Campbell 


