
 

 
 

 
 

We so often form our first judgment of 
people by their appearance.  I’m so 
thankful that God doesn’t judge me 
that way and that He understands I 
sometimes judge others too early.   
Many times we see only the outside.  
We see beauty, talents, fame and such, 
but God sees straight to our heart and 
knows what we and the other people 
are really like.  He accepts all of us as 
we are.   
 
Many years ago there was a musical by 
Rogers and Hammerstein that really 
hit the social issues of that time.  It was 
called “You’ve got to be taught.” from 
South Pacific.   The musical was based 
on a book by John Michener.  I think it 
applies to the situation in this devo-
tional.   
 
The line before the song says that prej-
udice is “not born in you!  It happens 
after you’re born…”  It raised a lot of 
controversy then, but it still has a pow-
erful message to each of today as we 
judge other people.  It is sung by a lieu-
tenant who has fallen in love with a 
Polynesian girl and a nurse who has 
fallen in love with a Frenchman of  

questionable character who lives on the is-
land.  Some of the words are: 
 

“You've got to be taught to be afraid 
Of people whose eyes are oddly made, 

And people whose skin is a diff'rent 
shade, 

You've got to be carefully taught.” 
You've got to be taught before it's too 

late, 
Before you are six or seven or eight, 
To hate all the people your relatives 

hate, 

You've got to be carefully taught!” 
In the Scripture for this devotional we 
have Samuel being guilty of just this.  
He needs a prince, some one to  replace 
him when he is gone.  He is sent the 
oldest son of Jesse and thinks this is 
the one God has chosen to succeed him.  
God tells him to reject him.  Finally 
when Samuel gets to the last son of Jes-
se, David, he is accepted by God for 
Samuel’s successor.  Why were the oth-
ers not acceptable?  We don’t know.  
Often though we can make a similar 
mistake and judge some one by appear-
ance.  We can’t see inside the heart as 
God can.  There are people in this 
world that many consider beautiful on  

the outside, but then find out that 
person is not so beautiful on the in-
side.  There are many who may not 
look so good on the outside to us but 
they are beautiful on the inside.   

Have you ever stopped to think that 
the best book of all, the Bible, usually  
has a very plain cover! 

By the same token, we cannot judge 
another person by what someone else 
says.  Often we can find that the other 
person may have a conflict of interest 
with the person and has prejudged 
and also wants you to know what he 
has prejudged to be correct! 
 
Judging another person by our stand-
ards does not tell us how they are.   It 
does tell us how we are.  Despite all 
our efforts we often  judge others.  We 
see small things like someone who 
seemed to take too long a break for 
lunch or always seems to show up late 
for everything.  Could we know the 
reason for this.   

“The Lord does not look at the 
things people look at. People look 
at the outward appearance, but 

the Lord looks at the heart.”   
1 Samuel 16:7 

“If there is any one secret of success, 
it lies in the ability to get the other 

person's point of view and see 
things from that person's angle as 

well as from your own.”  
Henry Ford 



Perhaps they had an emergency.  Does 
that give us the right to invade their 
privacy. 
 
Remember it is not about you.  Albert 
Einstein supposedly said:  

 
Sometimes we can harm others by 
judging them without knowing them. 
 
We can harm people in many ways.  
Most people are aware of their short 
comings, but if we point them out to 
them by our behavior or tell others our  
opinion, we can only hurt them.   

 
 
 

There are many poor people in this 
world.  We do not help them by reject-
ing them as friends.  We can gain much 
by listening to other people.  It may 
help them overcome some troubles, 
and it will certainly help us to realize 
how really blessed we are.  We often 
judge by clothes or jewelry.  I am re-
minded of a quote illustrated here that 
I have seen many times.  It always re-
minds me of how really blessed I have 
been throughout my whole life— 
through the dark times and the light 
times.  God has always been there for 
me and He is there for you. 

Prayer:  Lord, You alone know each of 
us in our heart; I pray for discern-
ment of Your Holy Spirit to help me 
recognize the qualities of the people 
who come into my life and not only 
look at the outward appearance.  
Guide me to not judge, but only to al-
low You to judge.  Amen 
 
1. How do we perceive people that 

aren’t the same skin color as we 
are? 

2. How do we perceive a person with 
a handicap? 

3. How do we perceive a person with 
an abuse problem?  Or someone 
who has committed a crime and 
spent time in prison? 

4. What are our first thoughts when 
someone is in our seat at any 
event, especially church? 

5. Do you wonder how God sees us 
when we are judgmental of oth-
ers?  What can we do to overcome 
this personal problem? 
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