Esther

“Women Who Dared”
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is clothed in
strength and dignity
and she laughs
without fear of
the future.
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“The king fell in love with Esther
far more than with any of his oth-
er women or any of the other vir-
gins—he was totally smitten by
her. He placed a royal crown on
her head and made her queen in
place of Vashti.” Esther 2:17 The
Message

The Jewish people had served in bond-
age and God had set a time to free
them. The person chosen to do that
was a young orphan girl named Esther.
Esther was being raised by her uncle,
Mordecai. One day King Ahasuerus
told his queen, Vashti, to entertain his
banquet by removing her -clothes.
When she refused the order, he ban-
ished her from his site and set out to
find new young virgins for his court
and a new Queen.

Mordecai wanted | She knew that
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he felt it would be a dreamed up
way for the Jews to |i HIS heart and
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Mordecai was loyal [for a PUrpose

to his earthly king,

but he was also a man of God and real-
ized that the Jews needed to be freed
from bondage. He suggested that Es-
ther “try” for the position. This would
be a way for Esther to reach the king
and potentially save her people. The
young maids spent months in prepara-
tion before the King was ready to
choose his Queen.

The Bible tells us that Esther was fair
and beautiful. Esther was chosen as the
new Queen. God was working his plan
through Esther and her uncle to free
the Jews from their bondage. She did
not reveal that she was a Jewess.

But there is much more to this story.
Haman, who was very high in the court,
probably like a prime minister today,
was very jealous and wanted Mordecai
killed because Mordecai would not bow
down to him. But he couldn’t just go
against Mordecai, so he decided to tell
the king there were many people that
were different and he didn’t think the
king should tolerate them. Haman, in
his jealousy, asked King Ahasuerus to
have all the Jews killed. The king
agreed and gave his signet ring to
Haman and told him to do what he
thought needed to be done. So Haman

built a gallows and was ready to do
what he wanted to do.

Mordecai thought this was the time
for Esther to do her part for her peo-
ple. She suggested that Mordecai
gather together all the Jews and hold
a fast and she and her maids would
also fast. And, she promised to go to
the king even if it meant her death.
For days she and all the other Jewish
people wore sack cloth and clothed
themselves with ashes while they
prayed to God for help.
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when some

men had tried to kill him. He asked
who that man was and found out it
was Mordecai.

Then Esther approached the king as
she had promised and asked for free-
dom for herself and her people. The
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was
willing to listen and be used by God she
was able to free her people. She had
been given a plan. This could have
meant her death; she was not permit-
ted to enter the court without permis-
sion. The king allowed her to go in.

She asked the king to come to a ban-
quet in her quarters and bring Haman
along. Everything went well, and she
invited them to a second banquet.
Haman was feeling pretty smug. Then
Esther revealed to the king the fact that
she was a Jewess, and she pleaded for
the life of her people. When the king
heard this he left the banquet in anger.
After he had some time to think he re-
turned to the banquet hall only to find
Haman at the feet of his queen. The
king was so irate. The king said "Will
he even assault the queen in my pres-
ence, in my own house?" When he re-
alized his error he asked to have Ham-
an killed and the gallows which Haman
has prepared for Mordecai were used to

hang Haman. Esther, a young woman,
risked her life and helped to deliver her
people from bondage as the king then
allowed the Jews to arm and defend
themselves. They killed their enemies,
and thus were saved by God.

Many times people are required to
stand up for their faith and their princi-
ples. Often we are not challenged

openly, but
there are
times when
it is much
= easier to go
along with
the crowd
rather than
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take a stand.
We fear peer
pressure. We
want to be a
part of the
crowd. There
are still places :
in the world today where individuals
have had to flee for their lives or be
criticized or even killed for their beliefs.
We don’t even try to anticipate this.
We have so many blessings. Do we
have an obligation to stand up for our
beliefs and help the person who needs a
little bit of strength? Can we help the
young people in our world to see right
and wrong by our example?

truth and feach me, .‘
for you are God my,
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Psalm 25:4-5

Prayer: Dear God, You can use all of
us to do Your work and spread Your
gospel here on earth. Help us to pray
and know what You want us to do and
help us to know that You will always
be with us as You have promised.
Amen.

1. Can God use other people to en-
courage us to do God's will?

2. Has God put some duty on you to
help accomplish His work?

3. We have no record of Esther’s Un-
cle Mordecai, having been mar-
ried, so we have a young woman
raised by a single man. Do you
ever feel unworthy of God's love
and work?

4. Do we have a duty to help those
who have no one to watch out for
them?

5. Should Mordecai have used Esther
instead of approaching the king
himself?

6. Was Esther right in being strong
for her cause? Are you strong for
the Lord?
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