“Take Mark, and bring him with
thee: for he is profitable to me for
the ministry.

IT Timothy 4:11

Have you ever felt that you were not
accepted because of your age or that
you just didn’t “fit in?” Mark must
have felt that way at times. All of us
have heard of Mark, one of the four
Evangelists and the author of one of
the books of the Bible. But we have no
direct quotes that he said and we know
little about his personal life. Paul one
time refused to let him go on a trip be-
cause he thought he was too immature.
Later, Paul encouraged them to bring
Mark along.

Some artists over the years have given
symbolism to the four Gospel writers,
but here again there is a difference as

to which one symbolizes Mark. Be-
cause his book starts with John’s crying
in the wilderness, and a lion roars in
the wilderness, some say he is symbol-
ized as a lion. Others say that Mark is
symbolized as the ox because he por-
trays Christ the servant since his book
essentially covers the work of Christ on
this earth. Yet other sources say Mark
is the winged lion!
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Mark was important for his preaching
and for writing about Christ. He was
born, according to what sources tell us,
to a woman named Mary, probably
born in Jerusalem; but we know noth-
ing about his father. He was a kinsman
(some say cousin) of Barnabas, another
person who went out to spread the
Word of God with Paul after the cruci-
fixion of Christ.

We also know that he knew Peter and,
according to some sources, followed
Peter around in the days before the
death of Christ and recorded all he saw.
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most authorities think of this as an
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Mark traveled with Paul on a journey,
but something happened and it is
three years before we hear of his trav-
eling again. This time he accompa-
nies only Barnabas. The Gospel tells
us that Paul thought he was too
young, didn’t have enough experience
so he took someone else. Other times
he is mentioned as being with both
Paul and Barnabas and that Peter
thought he was valuable to the minis-
try. Mark wrote for the Gentile Greek
-speaking residents of the Roman
Empire. Often in his writings he ex-
plains the Jewish traditions for the
benefit of non-Jews.
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Mark 10:45

We don’t know what Mark looked
like. We don’t have any quotes about
him. Actually we know very little
about him personally, but we know he
was a loyal follower of Christ and a
young man that set out to record eve-
rything so we have the records today
in the Bible. Because he said so little
about himself, there are many stories
about him that may or may not be
true. Today many of us are like Mark
in some ways. We have no direct



quotes, but we have decided to follow
Jesus and witness for him.

We can say his young ministry just
happened, or we can say that he was
chosen by God to reveal the truth to us.
Just as some people today record infor-
mation, we call it history, and we don’t
know anything about them, but we do
know that they were loyal in following
the path they think they were meant to
follow by God’s guidance. Oh, they will
be remembered for a short time, but
soon their significance will pass away
for most of them, and their mark will
only be a record for a while. They are
the ones that lay a foundation for the
rest of us to study and follow.

An old song goes “I have decided to fol-
low Jesus; No turning back, no turning
back.” That song is supposedly based
on Luke 9:57 when a young man on the
road approaches Christ and tells him
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that he will follow him. Christ re-
sponds with a very confusing answer
for us today, but one that essentially
says that the road will not be easy.

A quote from a poem by Robert Frost
talks to me about our choice in life. It
is called “The Road Not Taken.”

“I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I,
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.”

The road we choose in life is often a dif-
ficult decision. Some people struggle
for a long period of time before settling
down, as they say, to what they really
want to do on this earth. Others seem
to have an easy choice. But whichever
path we take, we need to learn to follow
Christ and that will make the choice
and the road much easier.

Prayer: Dear Lord, Please guide us
from childhood through adulthood to
follow You and to constantly seek
Your will so that we may serve You
and someday see You in the Heavenly
home You have prepared for us who
believe. Amen.

1. How old do we have to be to be a
follower of Christ? Do we have to
“be somebody?”

2. Can an older person deter a young
child in leading the correct life?
How?

3. How can we lead the young adult
to find Christ and do His work on
earth? Do we have to be in a cer-
tain position? Or, is it possible for
every man or woman?

4. Are you “profitable” to God for His
ministry as Paul said about Mark?
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